
St Ninian’s R.C. Primary 
School Newsletter 

Please note that this newsletter can be found on 
the website  

www.st-ninians.edin.sch.uk 

Twitter: StNiniansRCPS 

 

A very warm to St Ninian’s October newsletter.   

 

With the summer break and the September 
weekend now behind us, the October week fast 
approaching and Christmas not far away, you 
would be forgiven for telling me to stop wishing 
the time away! 

 

However, time does march on and we have lots 
of learning opportunities for our children to get 
involved in. 

 

I hope you are following our school Twitter page 
where you will find frequent updates on learning 
around the school as well as specifically for your 
child's class.  It really is a great place to see 
pictures of the children working away and having 
fun.  

@StNiniansRCPS  

 

It would be great if you could drop a like or 
retweet to show off the great work your children 
are doing. 

 

Mr McCann 

Acting Head Teacher 

Parent Council 

In discussion with the Parent Council we all feel 
that parental voice has been missing over the 
COVID period. 

 

A great deal of information has come your way 
over the last year with regards to COVID and it’s 
impact on the school, however, we have not been 
able to hear your opinions as a parent body. 

 

To combat this we propose that the school will 
send out a simple Microsoft FORMS each month 
and parents can fill it in with any questions about 
the school they wish to know or concerns they 
wish to pass on. 

 

Direct questions about your child should still go 
through the office, but this will offer parents a 
chance to ask any questions about the school 
directly to the Head 
Teacher. 

 

These questions will be 
answered creatively by the 
school via the newsletter or 
the school Twitter page. 

School Photograph Day 

26th October 2021 

Last year the school took pictures of the children 
inhouse with an 8x6 print made available to 
parents free of charge. 

We would like to do the same again this year and 
offer the same service. 

We will of course have a 
digital copy of the 
photograph should you wish 
this sent on to you via email. 

We will take 1 individual 
picture and 1 family picture if 
appropriate. 

   
    

Staff News 

Over the summer we recruited four new teachers 
altogether. 

Mr McGarvey  P3/4 

Mr Molleson P5 

Miss Clive P6B 

Miss Maguire P7A 

Mr McGarvey and Miss Maguire join us 
permanently. 

We have also had a change of PSA staff with 
Miss Ness heading off, being replaced by Mrs 
Carson-Clegg who will join us soon. 

We welcome all new members of staff and wish 
those who have moved on the very best of 
fortune. 

https://twitter.com/StNiniansRCPS


PRIMARY 2 

 
P2 have been having fun and working hard on their 
learning. 
 
A big thank you to everyone at home for the great support 
with home learning.  
 
Our Read Write Inc. groups are practising new sounds and 
learning to read and write words and sentences.  Everyone 
has been very good at working with a partner to practise 
reading. 
 
In maths,  the focus has been on developing information handling skills, learning to sort and record 
information in lots of different ways. We have lots of different diagrams, charts and graphs on our wall.  
 
P2 are great counters and have been enjoying singing songs together to help learn skip counting in 2s, 
5s and 10s. Being able to count in 5s has been useful when we use tally marks.  

 
We have all enjoyed learning about life in the Stone Age and found lots of 
clues by looking at ancient cave paintings.  We have been very busy 
making our own Stone Age art, tools, jewellery, a cave in the classroom 
and a den outside.  
 
Our class "kindness bucket" is being filled every day by class members 
showing kindness to one another.  We are all trying hard to be "bucket 
fillers".                                          

Mrs Howie 
 
 
 

 

PRIMARY 1 
 

Primary 1 have had a wonderful transition into “big school”.  They have been very busy over the last few 
weeks exploring all the fantastic resources both in the classroom and outdoors in our playground and 
meadow. 
 
There has been a lot for them to do- getting to know the adults in their 
class and the school, washing hands and lining up so many times in 
the day and what the bell ringing means.  A few find it hard to 
remember to line up when the bell goes at the end of playtime. But they 
are learning! 

We have started learning letter sounds and working on number 
activities with the children as well as all the other learning that goes on 
through play activities. 

I have met with a few parents already talking with them about how their child is getting on.  I will meet with 
everyone this term. 

The Primary 1 team would like to thank you for all the help you give us 
and keeping us informed with anything that can impact on your child's 
learning and how we can support.  Thank you also for making sure your 
child's name is on their clothing, this helps so much.  There are an awful 
lot of grey jumper's and cardigans in our school! 

Mrs Merry 
 



PRIMARY 3  

Everyone has settled very well in Primary 3. 

We have been working very hard to create our own characters to fit into a familiar story. 
It has been great fun to create monsters to go in Monsters Inc and aliens to go in The 
Smeds and the Smoos.  We have been writing descriptions of these characters 
including what they look like, how they sound and how they move.  Everyone has been 
planning their characters very well and each one that has been created is totally unique! 
We will be moving on to describing the setting for a character next and writing our own stories towards 
Christmas time. 

So far this term Primary 3 have been working hard sorting and organising information to display in a 
variety of ways.  We have been using pictograms, block graphs, Venn diagrams and Carroll diagrams to 
display the information we decided to collect.  Primary 3 have especially enjoyed sorting our class 
members using a variety of different criteria. 

We have been young scientists this term experimenting and 
learning all about electricity and how we use it.  We built circuits 
and investigated which materials were conductors or insulators of 
electricity.  In the coming weeks we will be moving on to our new 
history topic which is ‘the Egyptians’. I am sure this will be an 
interesting and fun filled topic for primary 3! 

Primary 3 have thoroughly enjoyed learning with Mrs Watson about different materials, blending colours 
and about the colour wheel.  Everyone has created a brightly coloured giraffe using oil pastels and have 
been adding more details each week.  These are all beautiful and Primary 3 are very proud of their work! 

This term our PE focus has been football and soon we will be moving on to badminton.  Our PE days are 
Monday and Tuesday.  For the past few weeks Primary 3 have also been improving their rugby skills with 
our specialist Ross.  This has been great! 

Thank you for your support in your child’s learning. 

Miss Gilhooley 

PE days for the pupils 

Primary 1:  Children can come to school in appropriate outdoor wear every Friday as the class will 
spend most of Fridays learning outside. 

Primary 2:  Thursday 

Primary 3:  Monday and Tuesday 

Primary 3/4:  Tuesday and Friday 

Primary 4:  Wednesday and Friday  

Primary 5:  Tuesday and Thursday 

Primary 6A:  Wednesday and Friday 

Primary 6B:  Thursday and Friday 

Primary 7A:  Tuesday and Wednesday 

Primary 7B:  Monday and Wednesday 

 

With the cold and wintry weather fast approaching could you please ensure your child has some suitable 
wet weather clothes with them. Wellies, raincoat and perhaps a change of socks and shoes in a bag 
would be great. We will continue to have the children out to play and learn as often as possible. 

Thank you.  



PRIMARY 3/4 
 

Primary 3/4 came back to meet a new teacher and we spent the first few 
days getting to know each other, through games, conversations and circle 
time.  In language and literacy we have been developing characters and 
using all kinds of adjectives to describe characters.  In maths we have 
been working with different teachers in our SEAL groups. We have also 
worked on information handling as a whole class.  This has included 
creating bar charts and pictograms to display information, we have found 
out lots of new things about each other.  

Primary 3/4 have been learning how to play Rugby with Ross on Friday 
mornings, we have all enjoyed the fun and active sessions, we are learning how to pass the ball correctly 
and how to score a try.  We have been learning about Ancient Egypt, we have 
made our own sentences from Hieroglyphics (Ancient Egypt’s language), 
understood the importance of the River Nile to the people and are starting to 
compare our lives with the lives of people in Ancient Egypt.  

We have been working on achieving a goal in Health and Wellbeing, we have 
focussed on famous failures and why we should never give up on our dreams. 
Soon we will be making a class goal that we will look to achieve throughout the 
year.  In RE we have been focussing on the importance of Mary in the church, we 
have been learning about her life and have celebrated her birthday by making her 
birthday cards.  

Over the next few weeks we will be continuing to develop our understanding of 
character, alongside using correct grammar in our writing.  In Maths we will have a 
deeper understanding of information handling and know what type of graph/chart to 
use for different kinds of information. We are going to be learning all about Ancient Egypt and how it 
managed to survive for such a long period of time.  In RE we shall study some significant prayers and 
begin to understand why these prayers are so important for our faith.  Primary 3/4 are doing a great job 
so far this term and we will keep up the good work.       

Mr McGarvey 

PRIMARY 4 
 
Everyone has settled well into Primary 4.  Our topic maths focus is information handling.  We are busy 
creating questionnaires to share with other classes and we are going to use the information gathered to 
display it in lots of different ways.  

PE is on a Wednesday and Friday this term.  The children have been 
enjoying learning to play rugby with the specialist and are beginning to 
use the skills learnt in team games.  

We have some wonderful artists in P4.  We have been learning about 
pattern and shape and hot and cold colours during Art with Mrs Watson. 
We have created wonderful cat paintings and are currently working on 
sunflowers in the style of Van Gogh.  

Our topic this term is ‘castles’ and we have begun by learning about the features of 
castles and their purpose.  Recently we have been designing our own tapestries.  We 
are hoping to use our new learning about castles to design and create our very own 

one from recycled materials.  

We have been in the world of Narnia during our writing 
lessons.  We have been learning to create our own 
characters and to develop characters through their 
actions and feelings in our stories.   

We have now set our targets and are beginning to work hard to achieve 
these.  

If you have any questions about your child’s learning, please get in touch.  

Miss Purnell  



PRIMARY 5 

 

A big thank you to P5 for being such keen students after a tricky time 
away…. We have been starting each week off by singing Freres Jacques, 
counting up 20 as a French rap with  Days of the week and Months coming 
up next.  There are definitely some good conversationalists in the class,  
‘formidable’! 
 
 
P5 made a great start to our Rainforest topic last week, researching, writing, listening, as well as making 
pictures around the theme.  Mrs Watson has been helping P5 make rockpool art which has given us 
colours galore to choose from for our descriptions. 

 

We’re practicing our number bonds and multiplication so please keep working at those times tables (even 
the 6’s & 7’s) at home to increase your speed and confidence.  There is swimming every Wednesday at 
Abbeyhill Primary for the children.  You will be informed when it is your child’s turn to have swimming 
lessons.  With all the warm weather we have been enjoying getting out of the classroom and making full 

use of the meadow and turning it into our open plan badminton court.  
Remember PE kit on Tuesdays & Thursdays.  

         
   Mr Molleson 

PRIMARY 6A 

 
It has been wonderful to teach the class this first term of Primary 6.  We have enjoyed lots of outdoor 

learning and they are enthusiastically approaching their 
learning.    
 
We have been learning about area and perimeter in Maths and 
setting descriptions in literacy.  The class made some amazing 
STEM models of space stations and we added these to our 
solar system diorama to create a setting for our writing 
descriptions - look out for this in our sharing our learning! 
 
We are looking forward to starting our Victorians topic and 
learning about Money in Maths. 
 
We have PE on Wednesdays and Fridays and have particularly 

enjoyed being able to learn with Primary 6B again. 
 
There will be lots of creative opportunities with Winter approaching and we look forward to sharing these 
with you. 
 

Mrs Grant 
 

 



PRIMARY 6B 

 
Our class topic is the Solar System, we have enjoyed learning 
about the different planets, have made some great artwork and 
writing linked to this.   
 
We will soon be making our own 3D solar system. 
 
In maths our focus has been on measure, rounding and 
estimation where we incorporated outdoor learning 
for  perimeters and areas.  We will shortly be moving onto money, 
multiplication and division. 

 
In literacy our writing focus is setting and we have linked this with out topic, we will move on to character 
next.  Our reading focus is prediction. 
 
The class have settled in really well and are enjoying being able to work closely with each other and the 
other P6 class. 
 

Miss Clive 

PRIMARY 7A 

 

P7A have settled back into school wonderfully.  We have had a great time getting to know each other and 
I am grateful for such a lovely class!  We have learnt about our zones of regulation, understanding our 
emotions and strategies we can use to feel our best.  This has led to some beneficial conversation and 
more understanding relationships.  

 

In topic, we have been exploring WW2.  Axis and allies 
groups, rationing and we even experienced our own air raid!  I 
have to say, the stories P7 wrote on their experience of an air 
raid were exceptional!  They used their figurative language to 
paint vivid pictures in my head!  We currently are creating our 
own evacuee experience and I am enjoying watching P7’s 
creative skills sore, from woodwork to sewing, painting and 
designing.  

 

In numeracy, we have been exploring mental and formal 
strategies for addition and subtraction.  P7A have worked 
extremely hard in exploring these strategies to decide which 
works best for their brains or for the sum they are doing. We 

will be moving on to multiplication, and I am confident they will work just as hard! 

  

P7A have really enjoyed army fitness, using tyres for different exercises.  We especially enjoyed 
competing against P7B!  I cannot wait to see what the rest of the school year has in store for us! 

Miss Maguire 



PRIMARY 7B 

Hello from Primary 7B!  

We have already had a very busy and exciting start to the term and everyone has settled into their final 
year of primary school well.  

We kick started the term by submitting our Young Leader application forms to Mr McCann and Miss 
Murray—the interviews went well.  We are excited about having extra roles within the school and look 
forward to carrying out our new responsibilities. 

 

 

 

 

We are all loving our new topic; World War 2.  We experienced an ‘immersive air raid’ in class, where the 
room was plunged into darkness and we listened to air raid sirens while watching footage from The Blitz. 
We used this experience to create atmospheric story settings in writing and the pieces we produced were 
outstanding.  We will learn about rationing, evacuation and the Holocaust in coming weeks.  

Very soon, we are due to begin a new project with ‘Imaginate’ and film director Gudrun Soley 
Sigurdardottir called, ‘In the hush of the gloaming’. This will be a year-long performance project 
responding to the current ecological crisis which will end with a live event in June 2022.  

In maths this term we will focus on number processes, measure, money and probability.  In our literacy 
groups, we will learn through ‘literature circles’ and acquire skills such as prediction, inference and the 
ability to answer and create higher order thinking questions.  

Our PE days this term are a Monday and a Wednesday so please ensure your child has 
appropriate kit and footwear for our lessons.  

We are all looking forward to the year ahead and I hope the P7’s have the best possible 
final year at St Ninian’s. 

Please feel free to get in touch if you have any questions or queries about your child’s 
learning and I look forward to chatting to you all soon at Parents Evening!  

Mrs Choat & Primary 7B 

PARENTS’ EVENING 

By now some of you will have had your Parents’ Evening appointment.  All appointments are by phone or 
over Microsoft TEAMS as requested.  If you can’t make the appointment then please let the school office 
know.  Thank you. 

PRIMARY 7 CAMP 

Hooray!!  Primary 7 are off on a residential trip! 

Restrictions are being lifted and at long last our Primary 7 pupils will get to experience a week of 
adventure and fun in Aviemore as they prepare to visit Lagganlia in March 2022. 

A TEAMS meeting will take place for Primary 7 parents on Tuesday, 26 October at 5pm.  We will fill you 
in on the details of the trip, what the children can expect and give a chance to ask any questions you may 
have.  The excitement builds!      

RIPPLE PROJECT 

There is a vote happening on Sunday, 17 October at The Hub (Ripple Project) to allocate money to local 
initiatives.  There are about 16 projects, most of them would be really good for the community.  Anyone 
over aged 8 or over can vote.  You don't need to live in the area - if you are working or volunteering you 
can also have your say.  

If you can't come in person on Sunday you can phone in on 07498 500 726 - anytime now is fine.  You 
can name three projects you like.  

This is the web page that has information and videos about all the projects https://
www.rippleproject.co.uk/lcr-stands-up-2021-applicants 

https://www.rippleproject.co.uk/lcr-stands-up-2021-applicants
https://www.rippleproject.co.uk/lcr-stands-up-2021-applicants


NATIONAL EPIDEMIC OF HEAD LICE 

Head lice is a common problem, which can affect the whole community, adults and children alike.  However, head lice 
infection is most common amongst children. 

The Scottish Government have issued guidelines for all schools to follow.  In this document they quote: 

‘Head lice are not primarily a problem of schools, but of the community. Stigma and tradition, however, 
combined with inadequate public and professional knowledge continue to hold schools responsible.’  

Effective management depends on the ability of all relevant professionals/agencies to offer clear, accurate and 
impartial advice and support to parents on detection and treatment.  

“The control of head lice is not the responsibility of any one agency alone.” 

What are Head Lice? 

Head lice are small, six-legged wingless insects which are pin-head size when they hatch, less than match-head size 
when fully grown and are grey/brown in colour. They are difficult to detect in dry hair even when the head is close-
ly inspected.  Head lice can cause itching. 

Head Lice live on or very close to the scalp at the base of the hair, where they find both food and warmth. They 
feed through the scalp of their host.  The female louse lays eggs in sacs, which are very small, dull in colour and 
well camouflaged.  These are securely glued to hairs where the warmth of the scalp will hatch them out in 7 to 10 
days.  Nits are the empty egg sacs, which are white and shiny and may be found further along the hair shaft as the 
hair grows.  Nits are often easier to see than the head lice themselves.  Many people mistake the empty egg sacs—
or ‘nits’ - for head lice or believe that it is evidence of an active head lice infection.  This is not true; it is evidence 
of a previous infection.  A head lice infection cannot be diagnosed unless a living louse has been found on the head. 

During their life span of one month, head lice will shed their skin up to three times. This skin, combined with louse 
droppings, looks like black dust and may be seen on the pillows of people with head lice.  Head lice cannot fly, jump 
or swim; they can only be contracted by direct head to head contact. Contrary to popular belief, the length, condi-
tion or cleanliness of hair does not predispose any particular group to head lice infection.  Anyone with hair can 
catch head lice, meaning that the problem, whilst often more prevalent in children, is not unique to them. 

Whilst cleanliness is not related to contracting an head lice infection, regular hair washing and combing does offer 
a good opportunity to detect any infection so that it can be treated.  Head lice cannot be prevented, but daily 
brushing and grooming can aid early detection. 

Responsibility 

The Scottish Executive states that, 

‘The primary responsibility for the identification, treatment and prevention of head lice in a family has to lie 
with the parents, if only for reasons of practicality. Parents however, cannot be expected to diagnose cur-
rent infection, or distinguish it from successfully treated previous infection or other conditions if they are 
not adequately instructed and supported by health professionals.’  

‘Regular checking of children’s heads is important, but it is a parental responsibility.’  

Detecting 

The Scottish Executive advise that weekly checks, by ‘wet combing’, are the most effective method of detection. 

What is ‘Wet Combing’? 

• Wash the hair and apply conditioner, then comb through with a wide-tooth comb to remove tangles. 

• Taking a section at a time, a fine tooth detection comb is then pulled downwards through the hair, keeping 
the comb close to the scalp (where head lice are often located). 

• The comb is checked for lice after each section. 

• The comb must be fine enough to catch the lice and a pharmacist should be able to recommend a comb for 
this purpose, if parents are in any doubt. 

• This process should be completed weekly. 

• Checks should be continued following treatment to ensure that it has been effective and to detect any re-
infection. 



Treatment 

Once infection is detected there are two treatment approaches: 

1. Use of insecticide lotions. 

2. Removal by wet combing—sometimes called “bug busting”. 

Both methods require continued combing to remove any unhatched eggs.  Re-infection can occur if a child has di-
rect head-to-head contact with someone else who has head lice.  It is likely that a child will become re-infected 
unless the whole family, and all those who have been in close contact with the child, have been checked and, if live 
lice are found, treated. 

 

Headlice treatments can be expensive but can be supplied through the minor ailments scheme free of charge.  
Check with your pharmacist. 

 

Please note: 

It is the responsibility of all parents to regularly check their children’s head for infection and to treat them imme-
diately should they find head lice. 

It is the school’s responsibility to advise individual parents when a head lice is seen on a child’s head.  We do this 
either by telephone or letter. 

Should you receive a call or a letter from school advising you that your child has head lice—do not be embar-
rassed—staff get infected too, but treat your child immediately. 

If you need further information about Head Lice contact your G.P./Health Visitor. 

 

 

 

 

 


