
St Ninian’s R.C. Primary 
School Newsletter 

Please note that this newsletter can be 
found on the website  

www.st-ninians.edin.sch.uk 

Twitter: StNiniansRCPS 

Dear Parents/Guardians 

 

We are well in to Term 3 in what has been a very disrupted year, and it is now that the school really 
starts to reflect on what has happened and our plans to best support the children’s learning going 
forward. 

Before that, of course, we have a very busy last term to complete with lots 
of opportunities for outdoor learning, play, pupils’ reports being sent home, 
sacramental preparation, testing and school trips. 

With testing, all pupils will undergo a language (reading and writing) and 
numeracy test which will happen in the next couple of weeks.  This is 
something which happens every year and we support the children through 
this every step of the way.  If you would like to know more about this please 
contact the school and we can chat you through the process. 

Although COVID restrictions are still prevalent in our everyday lives it has been agreed that school trips 
can go ahead if properly risk assessed.  I am still wary of the children attending Edinburgh Castle or the 
National Museum of Scotland for example, but we will look to take each class up to Holyrood Park for a 
day in the sun, playing games and having a picnic.  We will keep you posted on this. 

The children will be off Monday, 4 May (May Day) and Tuesday, 5 May (in-service day) and we will 
welcome them back on Wednesday, 6 May.  However all school staff will attend on Tuesday to put 
together a plan of action for session 2021/2022.  Reading, writing, numeracy and the health and 
wellbeing of the pupils will again be our top priorities and we will look to plan some exciting ways in which 
this can be delivered within our school.  

I will look to ask for parents’ views on this soon so do look out for a Microsoft FORMS coming your way.   

The outdoor classroom is beginning to take shape and will hopefully be ready 
for the children to use very soon.  While out in the classroom the children will 
be able to explore a range of learning in addition to undertaking literacy and 
numeracy lessons outside.  We also have a new area of the school being set 
up to allow the older children to develop more creative, hands-on skills such as 
painting, decorating, woodwork, cooking and sewing.  When both are ready we 
will make sure there are virtual tours of each, though all our fingers are crossed 
that we are able to get everyone back in the building to see first hand! 

We are looking to get your children’s end of year school report to you 
during the last week of term and, along with this, we will let you know 
which class and teacher they will be with next session. You may hear that 
other schools do this earlier, but our plan is to keep everyone focussed on 
this year and let the school management team worry about next year!  

Lastly, I would like to send my own best wishes to all the pupils who have 
prepared so well for their Sacraments and will enter into those in May with 
their families.  This is a truly special time for the families and while they 
may not be able to celebrate with wider family they can all rest assured the 
St Ninian’s family is right there with them. 

 

Mr McCann 

Acting Head Teacher 



PRIMARY 2 

 

P2 are very excited about their new topic the rainforest. We 
have been learning about where in the world you can find 
rainforests, what a rainforest looks like and its layers and 
what animals you might find living there.  We are going to be 
writing reports on deforestation and have really enjoyed 
exploring this through a book called ‘There’s a Rang-tan in 
my bedroom’ written by James Sellick.  

Rugby is our new focus for PE this term and our PE day is on 
a Thursday.  It would be great if all pupils could come to 
school with a change of clothes and shoes for outdoor PE.   

We are very lucky to have a student teacher with us in P2 to help support the children’s learning over the 
next few weeks.  P2 are going to be developing their understanding of sound and vibration through play 
this term. We are currently developing the outdoor classroom and the children are looking forward to now 
being able to take part in developing this and sharing their ideas on how they would like to use it.  

Homework will be available on Teams from Monday, 3rd May.  If 
anyone has any issues accessing this please let me know.  

Thank you for your support with your child’s learning.  If you have any 
questions or anything you would like to discuss, please don’t hesitate 
to get in touch.  

Thanks. 

Miss Purnell 
 

 
 
 

PRIMARY 1 

 

Term 3 Already!  What a year - school, home schooling, back to school, 
home schooling, back to school. 

Let's hope and pray that this term continues uninterrupted.  

We have had a busy couple of weeks already, working hard on our 
reading, writing and maths, and we have been exploring the school 
grounds looking to see changes in nature.  Children have even made 
their own table out of wood found in the meadow.  We are outdoors and 
the children are doing a lot of adventurous activities such as climbing 
the big tree.  Would it be possible for your child to wear their trainers if 
they have them? 

The weather has been amazing and we are taking advantage of it getting out as often as we can.  Please 
remember to put sunscreen on your child. 

At the moment the children have a class challenge - learning to tie 
knots.  So far we have learned a granny knot and now they want to tie 
their shoe laces, so if you can help them please do or they can show you! 

Please remember to look on Teams weekly as there will be some 
homework posted for your child.  Can I please ask that your child arrives 
at school by 8.55am.  I know you don't want your child to miss out on any 
more learning. 

Thank you all once again for your support throughout the ups and downs 
of the past two terms. 

Mrs Merry, Miss Hay & Mrs McGlynn 



PRIMARY 2/3 
 

Primary 2/3 are excited to kick off the new term learning about the 
Rainforest. We have already learned about where rainforests are in the 
world.  We will be learning all about the different layers of the rainforest 
and some of the animals and insects that live here.  

In Science we have been learning about what makes things move.  We 
plan to learn about friction and will even make our very own toy vehicles. 
We will be real engineers and adapt our vehicles as we go along, figuring 
out what works best.  

In Maths we will be developing our skills of recording data and presenting 
this data as a pictogram or block graph.  

We will continue to develop our reading and spelling skills through Read Write Inc.  We are all focusing 
on reading with speed.  

Some of the children have been preparing for the Sacrament of Reconciliation over the past couple of 
months and they will join their families at St Ninian’s parish soon to celebrate this.  We wish them all the 
very best of luck. 

P.E. will remain on a Tuesday and Outdoor learning will be on a Thursday.  I would ask that your child 
brings with them a change of clothes on these days, especially a change of footwear.  

We have a very busy but fun Term 3 planned and we look forward to sharing our learning with you via 
Twitter and Microsoft Teams.        P2/3 & Mr McCarthy 

PRIMARY 3 

Primary 3 are delighted to be back in school after the Easter holidays.  We have a very busy and exciting 
term ahead.  

If you haven’t already seen it, our Egyptian movie is on our school YouTube 
channel ‘St Ninians RC Primary’.  The children were extremely proud of their 
work. We hope you enjoy! 

This term will be filled with just as much fun and creativity.  

For our topic, we will be learning all about farming! We 
will be planting our own potatoes and following and 
tracking their growth process under different conditions.  
We will also be learning about living and non-living 

things, food chains and how important the sun is for plants!  

Our writing this term is report writing, which will link nicely to our topic work. The 
children will be learning how to use ambitious and relevant vocabulary in a 
structured, informative report.  The children will continue their literacy skills daily 
with the Read Write Inc phonics programme and Oxford Tree Tops reading books. 

For maths, the children will continue to work on their numeracy skills with the 
SEAL programme.  We will also be doing weekly mental maths quizzes to 
develop our speed and accuracy!  The children will be learning about data 
handling for topic maths.  They will be exploring how to sort and display 
information in different ways using pictograms, block graphs, Venn diagrams 
and Carroll diagrams. 

The children preparing for the Sacrament of Reconciliation have 
been learning about the importance of forgiveness and being forgiven.  We are progressing 
well through the Reconciliation programme. We are looking forward to the special occasion 
on the 18th of May. 

Primary 3 will be learning all about rhythm this term.  This theme will 
include our PE lessons - which is dance, music and aspects of poetry. 
Our student teacher, Miss Dunbar, is very talented with music and dance so the 
children are excited to learn from her!  Keep your eyes peeled on the school Twitter 
page for some fun videos!  

Miss Kavanagh 

This Photo by Un-

https://protisedi.cz/high-yield-farming-costs-the-environment-less-than-previously-thought-and-could-help-spare-habitats/


PRIMARY 4 

It is wonderful to be back in the school building and here in P4, we are looking ahead to an exciting final 
term together.  

We picked up where we left off before Christmas in the classroom by continuing our exploration of play. 
The children have enjoyed creating different play experiences since our return and get to develop 
different skills daily through this.  

We are beginning our new project "Healthy Body, Healthy Mind" this week in class and are planning a 
number of big things as part of our learning on this.  Watch this space!  

We have changed how we run our day in P4 for the final term and so far, 
we are having success, working hard in our lessons in the morning and 
afternoon, incorporating play into our day and dedicating our Fridays to 
outdoor time.  Fingers crossed, the sun stays shining for us.  

The children receiving their First Holy Communion are continuing their 
preparation for this in class and we are all looking forward to their special day on 22nd May. 

Finally, we are learning new skills through Chess this term and are slowly 
improving.  It is a challenging game which the children are enjoying and 
working hard at.  

Mrs Hayes 

PRIMARY 5A 
 
A big thank you to P5A for the lovely 
artwork they produced for St. 
Ninian’s Parish at the end of last 
term.  
Rainbows can now be seen on the 
church gates and behind the altar. A 
set of little Peace flags in 20 
different languages surround the 
new Peace Pole in the church 
garden.  

 

 

 

 

 

P5A made a great start to their new Rainforest topic last week by working in groups to make salt dough 
relief maps of the continents, showing the location of rainforests across the world.   The class have been 
impressing their teacher with their geographical knowledge and have used iPads to create reports about 
their chosen rainforests.  This week we plan to paint a giant labelled display of the different rainforest 
layers. 

In maths this term we will be using times tables to help us divide and share collections equally as we work 
on our Fractions topic.  A secure knowledge of times tables is important for many areas of maths.  Keep 
practising at home to increase your speed and confidence.  

Since February, P5 have had the privilege of working with the artist Lucas Chih-Peng Kao from the 
Imaginate Team.  We meet with Lucas on Teams each week and have been exploring a variety of ideas 
together through movement, drawing and writing.  Our project is coming to a close this week and Lucas is 
planning to make a film of some of our questions and ideas.  We thank Lucas for his inspiration and will 
miss our creative Imaginate Wednesdays.  

     Mrs Howie and P5A 



PRIMARY 5B 

In Term 2 and Term 3,  P5 have had the pleasure of working with Lucas, an artist from Imaginate. 
Everyone in the class has their own sketchbook which they have made fantastic use of in writing, drawing 
and experimenting in art.   

In health and wellbeing, the focus has been ‘Be Kind’, where we have been trying to 
make someone’s day a little bit brighter by being a secret pal.  It was so wonderful to see 
children in the class purposefully being kind and talking to people who they may not 
normally.  Now the class are trying to be kind and fill everyone’s buckets!  In PE this term 
P5B will be working on rugby, fitness and basketball building on the skills the class have 
already. 

The topic this term is the rainforest.  P5B are very excited to learn about the animals that live in the 
rainforest and what we can do to be more sustainable and take care of our planet.  

In maths this term the focus will be learning all about fractions, divisibility, multiplication 
and algebra.  I  have been so pleased with the hard work everyone has put in to 
learning times tables fluently and accurately.  This really helped in learning rules of 
divisibility recently which the children enjoyed and will be very helpful in learning about 
fractions.  

In writing, P5B will be focussing on persuasive writing in reports, letters and posters.  This will link in with 
the rainforest topic, using the iPads to research various topics. 

I would like to thank everyone again for their great efforts after Christmas learning at home. The 
continued support in your child’s learning is much appreciated.      

Miss Gilhooley and P5B 

PRIMARY 6 

Hello from Primary 6! 
 
We have just begun our final term of the school year, and what a term it is going to be!  The next few 
weeks will be absolutely jam-packed with exciting events 
and activities. 
 
After a long delay with our ‘In a New Light’ film project due 
to Covid-19, we are finally getting to record our part for the 
movie next week.  Keep your eyes peeled on Twitter for 
some teaser clips before the film is premiered at the 
International Children’s Film Festival.   

 
Our new topic this term will be ‘The Scottish Wars of Independence’. We can’t wait 
to learn about some famous battles and some important historical figures. 
 
We are also taking part in the Virgin Money ‘Make £5 grow’ project this term.  In 
small groups we have come up with an idea for a business and we will be carrying 
out market research with our targeted customers to see if our businesses are 
viable. Our logos have been designed and we are now keen to get started to see if 
we can make a profit!  

  
In maths this term we will be learning about a variety of things including angles, co-ordinates and 
information handling.  I’m sure we will have lots of fun in the process!  
 
In our writing lessons, we are focussing firstly on personal writing where we will 
express our thoughts and feelings through an account of real life and then 
moving onto creative writing where we will be creating our own stories with 
interesting plots.    
 
Once again thank you for your continued support in your child’s learning during 
this difficult year.  If you have any questions or queries at all, please do get in 
touch.  
  

Mrs Choat & Primary 6 



PRIMARY 6/7 

Hello from Primary 6/7 

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself, Miss Mendoza.  Myself and the children are 
already working together in class and I will be supporting and guiding the Primary 6/7 students throughout 
Term 3—and I won’t be alone! This term we are very lucky to also have Miss Whyte teaching in class, 
she will be with us every Thursday, some weeks for the full day and other weeks teaching the Primary 7 
to help them get ready before they move on to secondary school. 

As one of our exciting programs this term, we are taking part in the Active Schools’ competition. We have 
been allocated Netball and we are going to challenge ourselves to score high while having fun!  But we 
are also eager to practice other sports and we have decided that, further in the term, we will do Athletics 
and Volleyball as well.  

We have two new topics for this term, which we will do one after 
the other.  We are currently learning about Plant Reproduction and 
we will learn about John Muir and other Great Scots, just to whet 
our appetite for some outdoor adventures before summer! 

In maths this term we are learning about algebra—which some of 
us already love! and we will learn more about angles, 2D and 3D 
shapes, and co-ordinates.  For writing we are first focusing on 
personal writing, where we express ourselves and recount personal experiences as we reflect on our 
thoughts and feelings.  We will also work on creative writing where we will use our imagination to come 
up with interesting stories. 

The Primary 7 will have 3 virtual sessions for the Transition week, and as part of the preparation for that 
we will have a series of Health lessons reflecting on when and how we are brave and resilient. 

Finally, after having a wee peek, we are looking forward to start using the new ’Young Workforce’ 
classroom where we will be learning how to use real tools for practical projects! 

Kind regards, and thank you for supporting your child during these difficult times. 

Miss Mendoza & Primary 6/7 

PRIMARY 7 

 

It has been lovely to have all of the children back at St Ninian's.  The Primary 7's have returned full of 
enthusiasm and it is very clear that they are very happy to be together with their classmates and have 
been making the most of the opportunities for socialising and working together. 

 

During lockdown Primary 7 focused their learning predominantly on maths and 
literacy.  Pupils applied themselves to learning about angles and money in Maths 
and Poetry in writing with some very descriptive poems being produced. Back in 
class we are learning algebra and shape. In literacy we are learning about the 
author's voice.  

 

Primary 7 have lots of exciting things to look forward to in the last 
two months of primary school - including the Epic Day, Virtual 
Transition Days and an End of term Celebration (planned by the 
pupils!). Hopefully, we will end their time at St Ninian's with lots of 
positive experiences for them to remember when they make their 
journey to High School. 

 

Thank you again  for all of the support you provided to your children 
during lockdown.  

 

      Mrs Grant 



IMPORTANT DATES 

 

Monday, 3 May 2021   May Day School closed 

 

Tuesday, 4 May 2021    Staff In-service day—staff only 

 

Wednesday, 5 May 2021    All pupils return to school and nursery 

       P6 filming at Lochend Park 

 

Tuesday, 18 May 2021  6.15pm Sacrament of Reconciliation (P3—Group 1) 

 

Saturday, 22 May 2021  10.15am Sacrament of First Holy Communion (P4) 

 

Monday, 24 May 2021  Victoria Day School closed  

 

Tuesday, 25 May 2021    All pupils return to school and nursery 

 

Tuesday, 25 May 2021  6.15pm Sacrament of Reconciliation (P3—Group 2) 

 

Saturday, 29 May 2021  10.15am Sacrament of Confirmation (P7—Group 1) 

 

Saturday, 5 June 2021  10.15am Sacrament of Confirmation (P7—Group 2) 

 

Wednesday, 9 June 2021    P6 & P6/7 —Games at the Hub 

       Events Challenge in school 

 

Tuesday, 15 June 2021  9.15-9.00pm P7—Epic Day Out—Bonaly Scout Centre 

 

Tuesday, 15 June—Thursday, 17 June 2021 P7—Virtual 3 day visit to high schools 

 

Thursday, 24 June 2021  am  Nursery Graduations 

 

Friday, 25 June 2021   12.00noon Term ends for Summer holidays. 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

Throughout the months of May and June, children in Primary 3, Primary 4 and Primary 7 will be 
receiving the Sacraments of Reconciliation, First Holy Communion and Confirmation respectively.  
Please keep all children who are undertaking these preparations in your prayers. 

 

Since August 2020, Hibernian FC have very generously been providing the school with food 

parcels each week.  This has also been supplemented by donations from Morrisons and our local 
Food Bank.  We are very grateful for the continued support from these organisations and should 
any of our families require assistance in the future, please do not hesitate to get in touch.  We are 
always happy to help. 

 

       



NATIONAL EPIDEMIC OF HEAD LICE 

Head lice is a common problem, which can affect the whole community, adults and children alike.  However, head lice 
infection is most common amongst children. 

The Scottish Government have issued guidelines for all schools to follow.  In this document they quote: 

‘Head lice are not primarily a problem of schools, but of the community. Stigma and tradition, however, 
combined with inadequate public and professional knowledge continue to hold schools responsible.’  

Effective management depends on the ability of all relevant professionals/agencies to offer clear, accurate and 
impartial advice and support to parents on detection and treatment.  

“The control of head lice is not the responsibility of any one agency alone.” 

What are Head Lice? 

Head lice are small, six-legged wingless insects which are pin-head size when they hatch, less than match-head size 
when fully grown and are grey/brown in colour. They are difficult to detect in dry hair even when the head is close-
ly inspected.  Head lice can cause itching. 

Head Lice live on or very close to the scalp at the base of the hair, where they find both food and warmth. They 
feed through the scalp of their host.  The female louse lays eggs in sacs, which are very small, dull in colour and 
well camouflaged.  These are securely glued to hairs where the warmth of the scalp will hatch them out in 7 to 10 
days.  Nits are the empty egg sacs, which are white and shiny and may be found further along the hair shaft as the 
hair grows.  Nits are often easier to see than the head lice themselves.  Many people mistake the empty egg sacs—
or ‘nits’ - for head lice or believe that it is evidence of an active head lice infection.  This is not true; it is evidence 
of a previous infection.  A head lice infection cannot be diagnosed unless a living louse has been found on the head. 

During their life span of one month, head lice will shed their skin up to three times. This skin, combined with louse 
droppings, looks like black dust and may be seen on the pillows of people with head lice.  Head lice cannot fly, jump 
or swim; they can only be contracted by direct head to head contact. Contrary to popular belief, the length, condi-
tion or cleanliness of hair does not predispose any particular group to head lice infection.  Anyone with hair can 
catch head lice, meaning that the problem, whilst often more prevalent in children, is not unique to them. 

Whilst cleanliness is not related to contracting an head lice infection, regular hair washing and combing does offer 
a good opportunity to detect any infection so that it can be treated.  Head lice cannot be prevented, but daily 
brushing and grooming can aid early detection. 

Responsibility 

The Scottish Executive states that, 

‘The primary responsibility for the identification, treatment and prevention of head lice in a family has to lie 
with the parents, if only for reasons of practicality. Parents however, cannot be expected to diagnose cur-
rent infection, or distinguish it from successfully treated previous infection or other conditions if they are 
not adequately instructed and supported by health professionals.’  

‘Regular checking of children’s heads is important, but it is a parental responsibility.’  

Detecting 

The Scottish Executive advise that weekly checks, by ‘wet combing’, are the most effective method of detection. 

What is ‘Wet Combing’? 

• Wash the hair and apply conditioner, then comb through with a wide-tooth comb to remove tangles. 

• Taking a section at a time, a fine tooth detection comb is then pulled downwards through the hair, keeping 
the comb close to the scalp (where head lice are often located). 

• The comb is checked for lice after each section. 

• The comb must be fine enough to catch the lice and a pharmacist should be able to recommend a comb for 
this purpose, if parents are in any doubt. 

• This process should be completed weekly. 

• Checks should be continued following treatment to ensure that it has been effective and to detect any re-
infection. 



Treatment 

Once infection is detected there are two treatment approaches: 

1. Use of insecticide lotions. 

2. Removal by wet combing—sometimes called “bug busting”. 

Both methods require continued combing to remove any unhatched eggs.  Re-infection can occur if a child has di-
rect head-to-head contact with someone else who has head lice.  It is likely that a child will become re-infected 
unless the whole family, and all those who have been in close contact with the child, have been checked and, if live 
lice are found, treated. 

 

Headlice treatments can be expensive but can be supplied through the minor ailments scheme free of charge.  
Check with your pharmacist. 

 

Please note: 

It is the responsibility of all parents to regularly check their children’s head for infection and to treat them imme-
diately should they find head lice. 

It is the school’s responsibility to advise individual parents when a head lice is seen on a child’s head.  We do this 
either by telephone or letter. 

Should you receive a call or a letter from school advising you that your child has head lice—do not be embar-
rassed—staff get infected too, but treat your child immediately. 

If you need further information about Head Lice contact your G.P./Health Visitor. 

 

 

 

 

 


